
Raza

Genealogía del concepto de raza

Aparece en su acepción moderna en 
la época de colonización de las 
Américas (113)

Reorganiza la conciencia proto-
racial existente en europa hasta 
entonces (basada en diferencias 
religiosas) (114)

Da lugar a una estructura social 
racializada

Posibilitó el robo y la explotación de 
un continente entero en base a una 
categorización inferiorizante o 
deshumanizante
“The “conquest of America” was not simply an epochal 
historical event— however unparalleled in importance. 
It was also the advent of a consolidated social 
structure of exploitation, appropriation, domination, 
and signification. Its representation, first in religious 
terms, but later in scientific and political ones, 
initiated modern racial awareness.” (114)
Fundamentos corporales, luego 
religiosos, luego productivos y 
científicos, luego políticos, de la 
desigualdad

La colonización europea buscó abrir 
rutas de comercio, fue vanguardia 
del capitalismo

Posibilitó una excepcional 
acumulación primitiva

“...never before and never again in human history has 
an opportunity for the appropriation of wealth, for 
predation or “primitive accumulation” remotely 
approached that presented by the “discovery.” Modern 
capitalism could not have come into being without 
this grand infusion of stolen wealth: a seemingly 
limitless reservoir of treasure— land, labor, lives by the 
millions— to do with as one willed.” (113)
Fundamento de mayores 
inequidades raciales

Fuente de trabajo esclavo y 
explotado

Conflictos entre grupos humanos 
anteriores en Europa referían a 
categorías religiosas

La categorías raciales se construyen 
unilateralmente y sin paralelismo 
(122)

Sólo una categoría de la variable 
raza es específicamente racial

Cuerpos marcados versus los 
cuerpos universales, normales, 
blancos

Inconsistencias en el diseño de 
categorías que agrupan a grupos 
étnicos, nacionales, raciales, 
indígenas, etc. usados en los censos 
(122)

Raza y género (107)

Objetivación

Explotación

Subordinación

Corporización

Constructo social (106)

Sucesos históricos 
devienen en actos 
fundamentales de 
racialización

Esencialización 
e ilusión

Raza como esencialización (109)

Paradigma étnico Epifenómeno de la cultura

Paradigma clasista Desigualdad y estratificación

Paradigma nacionalista Ciudadanía (peoplehood) primordial

Racionalización del racismo 
mediante la ciencia (116)

Definición biológica de la raza
Marcas corporales de inferioridad

Frenología, eugenesia, etc. Nazismo, 2ª guerra mundial

Explicación científica de la 
inferioridad racial

Biologización

“Although the concept of race 
invokes seemingly biologically based human 
characteristics (so- called phenotypes), selection of 
these particular human features for purposes of racial 
signification is always and necessarily a social and 
historical process. “ (110)

Raza como ilusión (110)

Irreal, producto de falsa conciencia

Ideología

Ergo, superable

Elemento de la estructura social, 
dimensión de la representación

“The task for theory is to capture this situation and 
avoid both the utopian framework that sees race as an 
illusion we can somehow “get beyond,” as well as the 
essentialist formulation that sees race as something 
objective and fixed, a biological given. We should think 
of race as an element of social structure rather than as 
an irregularity within it; we should see race as a 
dimension of human representation rather than an 
illusion. Such a perspective informs what we mean by 
racial formation.” (112)

Formación racial (109)

Otrorizar, hacer gente (105)

Racialización Extensión del significado racial
“...the extension of racial meaning 
to a previously racially unclassified 
relationship, social practice, or 
group.” (111)

Categorización (Hacking)

Clasificador vs. Clasificado

Sujeto/objeto (Bennet)

“Necesidad inmediata de clasificar y 
categorizar” (114)

Constitución de distinciones 
necesarias para el ejercicio del 
poder

Criterios fenómicos/corporales

“This social (or more properly, this power- oriented, 
political) construction, this phenomic categorical 
imperative, would soon enough be reprocessed in the 
discourse available at the time: primarily and for a long 
time to come, theological discourse.” (114)

Justificación de estructuras sociales 
de desigualdad (Ridgeway)

Ubicar/identificar a la gente en 
categorías

“To identify an individual or group racially 
is to locate them within a socially and historically 
demarcated set of demographic and cultural 
boundaries, state activities, “life- chances,” and tropes 
of identity/difference/(in)equality. Race is both a 
social/historical structure and a set of accumulated 
signifiers that suffuse individual and collective 
identities, inform social practices, shape institutions 
and communities, demarcate social boundaries, and 
organize the distribution of resources.” (125)

“...sociohistorical process by 
which racial identities are 
created, lived out, transformed, 
and destroyed.” (109)

Proyectos raciales (125)

Articulación consciente (ideológica 
y práctica) entre estructura y 
significados raciales

“A racial project is simultaneously an interpretation, 
representation, or explanation of racial identities and 
meanings, and an effort to organize and distribute 
resources  economic, political, cultural) along 
particular racial lines.” (125)
Llevada a cabo tanto por 
dominantes como subordinados Performance de la raza

Organizan nuestro entendimiento 
de la raza en el cotidiano (126)

Conecta significados raciales con la 
expresión u organización de los 
mismos en la sociedad

“Racial projects are attempts both to shape the ways in 
which social structures are racially signified and the 
ways that racial meanings are embedded in social 
structures.” (125)Aprendemos reglas de clasificación 

racial mediadas por proyectos 
raciales que disputan su 
significación

“A vast web of racial projects mediates between the 
discursive or representational means in which 
race is identified and signified on the one hand, and the 
institutional and organizational forms in which it is 
routinized and standardized on the other.” (127)

Corporalidad (111)

Diferenciación social basada en 
características físicas

“...human physical characteristics (“real” or imagined) 
become the basis to justify or reinforce social 
differentiation.” (111)

Marcadores fenotípicos

“Race is a concept, a representation or signification of 
identity that refers to different types of human bodies, 
to the perceived corporeal and phenotypic markers of 
difference and the meanings and social practices that 
are ascribed to these differences.” (111)

Significados y asociaciones 
simbólicas que residen en el cuerpo

Esencialización de las distinciones 
corporales

La raza nos ofrece significados 
acerca de quiénes son las personas, 
tal como el género (126)

Fenotipo y performidad deben 
calzar

“Thus we expect racially coded human characteristics 
to explain social differences. “Making up people” once 
again. Temperament, sexuality, intelligence, athletic 
ability, aesthetic preferences are presumed to be fixed 
and discernible from the palpable mark of race.” (126)

Racismo

Estructura de dominación y 
jerarquización basadas en 
identidades raciales

“A racial project can be defined as racist if it creates or 
reproduces structures of domination based on racial 
significations and identities.” (128)

Producción y reproducción de 
estructuras sociales de dominación

“...racism is not merely a matter of explicit beliefs or 
attitudes— significations or identities, in our 
vocabulary— but also and necessarily involves the 
production and maintenance of social structures of 
domination...” (129)

Anti-racismo
“... we define anti-racist projects as those that undo or 
resist structures of domination based on racial 
significations and identities.” (129)


