
Sociología del cuerpo

Estudios culturales

Cuerpos como vividos (328)

Investigar la ausencia en la teoría

“...supposedly more able to account 
for the body as lived, and less likely 
to structurally erase the embodied 
subject.” 328

Relación entre experiencia, 
identidad y cultura (340)

“...its concerns with textual analysis, with the critical 
deconstruction of binary oppositions, with hegemonic 
sexuality, fashion, counter cultures and performativity, tend 
to view the body as a phenomenon whose significance is 
given by cultural factors. There is a danger here of a 
reductionism...” (340)

Sociología clásica 

Cuerpo como objeto (328) Presencia ausente

Agencia

“...the major philosophical conceptions 
of human agency inherited by sociology 
were blunted by being tied to 
predetermined social outcomes (Dawe, 
1979).” 330

Se le otorgó prioridad explicativa a 
la estructura Experiencia

Conceptos sobre la experiencia 
humana (331)

Althusser La estructura dirige a los sujetos a 
su posición de sujeto Butler

Matrices culturales

Cuerpos construidos 
discursivamente (340)

Bourdieu
Experiencia humana (habitus) 
estructuralmente determinada por 
la posición social

Durkheim
La experiencia toma forma según la 
estructura, pero es irreductible a 
ella

Weber La experiencia es, en última 
instancia, una elección existencial

“...experiences are shaped by, yet 
irreducible to, the social contexts in 
which we live” (331)

La experiencia corporal es el medio 
por el cual los sujetos se hacen parte 
de su contexto

“For both Durkheim and Simmel, then, embodied experience 
not only helps generate the social milieu in which people live, 
but is a location for that environment.” (334)

“Durkheim focuses on the group, and the effervescent 
energies stimulated by the group, while Simmel's concern is 
with interaction and the emotions that bind people to 
particular forms of sociality.” (335)

Energía sagrada en Durkheim 

Efervescencia, como energía 
emocional en Collins

“... it allows individuals to be incorporated into a collectivity 
by
substituting the world immediately available to their 
perceptions for another, moral world in which people can 
interact on the basis of shared understandings (Durkheim, 
1914 [1973]).” (335)

Rituales en los que se fija la energía 
en símbolos colectivos 

Apego corporal mas que intelectual 
a la sociedad

Para Simmel es el intercambio de 
emociones que radica en sacrificio

“Simmel argues that the emotions exchanged in the course of 
interactions attach people to particular forms. (...) giving up 
of something by the individual (rather than an adding to the 
individual) and an expenditure of personal energy (rather 
than an accumulation of energy) (...) interaction involves 
exchanges of sacrifices (Simmel, 1907 [1990]: 82).” (335)

Produce gratitud: memoria moral 
que une sujetos

Intercambio de dones

Confianza y fe

Cuerpo

Cuerpo como fuente y locación de 
símbolos y formas sociales

Cuerpo como fuente de símbolos

“Durkheim's (...) later work did not confine the body to the 
realm of nature but viewed it as a generator of social 
symbolism and a sacred energy that was essential for the 
self-identification of social groups and the creation of social 
space.” (332)

Cuerpo como ubicación de estos 
símbolos

“...the natural properties of the body provide a basis for 
symbolising that which defines social groups.” (332)

El cuerpo es un medio de constitución de 
lo social, por su localización primigenia 
de los símbolos

En el cuerpo se fijan los significados

Impresión de símbolos sociales y 
formas interaccionales

“The body is indeed imprinted by social symbols and 
interactional forms, yet this imprinting neither erases nor 
determines the parameters of an experience that
always overruns the limits of, and can initiate change within, 
society.” (336)

Tatuado del cuerpo como expresión 
de esta experiencia universal sobre 
la impresión de significados en el 
cuerpo

Cuerpo como enlace con el entorno

Cuerpo fuera del control social, pero 
enlazando la agencia a lo social

“Durkheim and Simmel analyse human embodiment as a 
distinctive phenomenon which is outside the exclusive 
control of society, yet which nevertheless provides a crucial 
link between individuals and the social milieu in which they 
live.” (332)

El entorno es autónomo a las 
acciones de los individuos

Las formaciones sociales surgen 
desde la interacción social y su 
producción de tejido

“Simmel argues that the individual's embodied drives, 
dispositions, purposes, or life contents propel them towards 
others (the 'dispositions' of love and affection, for example, 
make social closeness desirable) and that this is an essential 
stage in the initial assembly of social forms (Simmel, 1908a 
[1971])” (333)

Al cesar la interacción corporal, 
surge la formación cultural

(Simmel) “Cultural forms, in contrast, emerge when 
individual's practical bodily immersion in the world is 
interrupted: when they become separated from what they 
have done. Here, the experiencing self divides into a self-
conscious subject and an object that confronts itself with 
'protocultural' forms in seeking to solve the problem with 
which it is confronted.” (333)

Lo cultural surge al interrumpir el 
contacto

Paso desde la agencia a la 
estructura. Por ejemplo, el trabajo 
alienado

En el cuerpo se disponen principios 
ideológicos de comportamiento 
dentro de una sociedad

Internalización

La fijación de las formas sociales 
acontece en la experiencia 
corporizada (Simmel)

“... the embodied experience of 
individuals constitutes the location 
on which the increasing fixity of 
social forms is played out for 
Simmel.” (333)

Lo social debe ser organizado 
dentro de cada individuo 
(Durkheim)

“As Durkheim (1912 [1995]: 211) argued, in order for any 
society to exist, the life of the group must become 'organised 
within' individuals. These body techniques remain vital 
within modemity because their transmission involves an 
'education in composure' and rationalisation congruent with 
the needs of a specialised society (Mauss, 1935 [1973: 
86])” (333)

Foucault, disciplina y cuerpos dóciles 

“...the body provides a source of social symbols and forms, 
a location for these symbols and forms, and a means 
through which individuals are attached to or distanced from 
their social milieu.” (332)

Medio para la constitución de la 
sociedad (339)

"...treatment of embodied 
experience as a crucial medium for 
the constitution of society.” (332)

Espacio donde se vive la experiencia 
y se ejerce la acción

“...body as a seat of experience 
characterised by extra-societal 
properties and by the capacity to 
engage in social actions that go 
beyond the existing parameters of 
society.” (339)

Homo duplex (Durkheim)

Doble naturaleza del cuerpo: 
individual y social (339)

“...humans possess an individual 
bodily being constituted by their 
drives, appetites and sensory 
impressions which 'are necessarily 
egoistic', and the capacity to develop 
on the basis of social categories and 
emotions (Durkheim, 1912 [1995]:
151).” (339)

El individuo existe afuera y adentro 
de la sociedad

El polo individual y egoísta del 
cuerpo se subordina a lo social y 
moral, incorporándose al entorno

Siempre que un polo avance, se 
perjudica al otro

“Individuals are characterised by a 
distinction between pre-social 
impulses and individualised
mental forms on the one hand, and 
social emotions and reciprocated 
mental forms on the other (Simmel, 
1908a [1971]: 24; 1950: 315)” (339)

Siempre habrán dimensiones de la 
existencia humana sin determinar 
por la sociedad

Símbolos

Entorno

Modernidad

Declinación de sistemas de 
significado o grandes relatos

Apropiación del cuerpo propio 
como distintivo de la identidad 
individual

“The development of individualism has been a prominent 
theme in studies which suggest that the decline of 
overarching meaning systems in modernity has been 
accompanied by the appropriation of the body by 
individuals as a sign of their own distinctive self-identity 
(Giddens, 1991; Shilling, 1993)” (336-337)

Glorificación de la individualidad 
(culto del individuo en Durkheim)

“Durkheim implies that such 
phenomena can be interpreted as 
'the glorification not of the self but 
of the individual in general'” (337)

La experiencia corporeizada y sus 
implicancias emocionales deviene 
en respuestas desmotivadas y sin 
profundidad, blasé

Respuesta emocional blasé permite 
protegerse ante el malestar ajeno y 
sobrevivir de forma funcional

Reserva
Aversión, extrañamiento

Intelectualización (por sobre 
emocionalidad)

Esto debido a

Ritmo e intensidad de estímulos 
en entornos urbanos disminuyen 
la posibilidad de reaccionar 
emocionalmente a cada uno, 
pasando a reacciones 
intelectuales

“...the individual seeks to reduce the effect of the fluctuations 
of the external milieu by reacting intellectually, thus 
intensifying conscious life and withdrawing from full 
emotional engagement with their surroundings (Simmel, 
1903 [1971]: 326).” (338)

Economía capitalista mercantiliza 
todo, poniendo énfasis en 
intercambio y medios en lugar de 
gratificación emocional

“...the money economy intensifies this intellectualisation by 
treating everything in terms of exchange value (Simmel, 1907 
[1990]: 444). This promotes the dominion of means over 
ends and, in so doing, distances people from the emotional 
gratifications associated with attaining particular ends or 
interacting with particular others (Simmel, 1907 [1990]:
429-30)” (338)

Disminución de la energía debido a 
explotación laboral disminuye capacidad 
de disposiciones emocionales y morales 
como la gratitud y fe

“Simmel's view of modernity is predicated on the notion that a 
process of intellectualisation removes embodied experience from 
relatively full emotional engagements with people and things to a 
succession of shallower, rapidly oscillating psychic responses 
(Simmel, 1907 [1990]: 444). This does not, however, negate the 
significance of embodied experience as a medium for the 
constitution of society: rather, it signifies the dominance of a 
blase emotional response towards the social world. There are two 
major factors in this development.” (337)


